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constantly brought together as they are.. .If separate regi-
ments of Hindus and separate regiments of Mohammedans
had been raised, this feeling of brotherhood could not have
arisen " 23.
This singular lapse, however, is by no means representa-
tive of himJ, On the whole, Sir Sayyid may be taken as a
man who devoted himself to the welfare of the Indian
Muslim community in their new bourgeois adventure, work-
ing out for them a religion and a morality, and a loyalty
to their rulers, thinking of that community toot at all as a
unit over against any other ; until, to safeguard his achieve-
ment, he opposed that other group, predominantly Hindu as
it happened, which had outgrown it.
We must examine more closely the spread of his ideas,
the groups among whom his influence was accepted or re-
jecteoj/ In the first place, it is quite obvious that he got no
peasant support: the villages, representing nine-tenths of
India, are still unaffected by his viewpoint, and know
nothing of him. This is so common-place that it would be
superfluous to mention it, were it not necessary to ward off
the danger of referring glibly to * modern Islam ' as though
the change in attitude reflected only a difference in time and
not also one in social functioja.^' Secondly, he was actively
opposed by the slightly higher levels of the old society, who
were free enough that they could not ignore him but not
free enough to applaud. Thus the smaller townsmen ; and
more especially those persons whose function (and vested
interest) it was to voice the ideas and ideals of the old order,
the 'ulama'. The interests of this class were vested especi-
ally in the teaching of Persian, etc.; so that the adoption of
the new social order, and particularly of the English langu-
age, threatened the existence of the 'ulama* both ideologi-
cally and economically. Their opposition was intense and
vehement: Sir Sayyid was excommunicated, slandered,
persecuted; and more than once men threatened to kiu him.,
Such religious fanaticism is a well-known phenomenon :
conservatism reaches its highest emotional pitch on the
religious plane, because religion embodies, in an emotional